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Objective: Math 91N is a first course in Algebra. The purpose of this course is to prepare you for Math 99N. This course will cover the following topics: The Real Number System, Linear Equations and Inequalities in One Variable, Linear Equations in Two Variables, Exponents, Polynomials, and Factoring.

Book:  Beginning and Intermediate Algebra plus MyMathLab Student Access Kit, 4/E; 

Lial, Hornsby, McGinnis; Addison-Wesley; 

ISBN-10: 0321507223
ISBN-13: 9780321507228
OR
You can purchase the access code without a hard copy of the book at www.coursecompass.com.  This will give you access to the entire book online.  The access code runs about $75. If you choose this route you will not have a hard copy of the book.

Procedures for getting started at Course Compass:

All the homework and quizzes will take place at www.coursecompass.com 
 

Follow these steps to get started:
1. Go to www.coursecompass.com
2.  Click Register under Students
3.  Input all the required information.  
       You will need the access code.  If one didn't come with your book you can buy one when you register.  You will have access to the entire book online. 
       You will also need the Course ID: cary68644
       You will need the zip of WSU: 99164.
 

When you complete these steps I will be able to see your name listed. 

 

Once you complete the steps above you should see a page with rectangular buttons on the left and some announcements in the main frame.  Read through all the announcements and go through the steps that are discussed, including running the Installation Wizard.
 

After that, if you click on Do Homework in the left margin you will see your first assignment, which is a review assignment.

Procedures for taking the class:
1. Log onto your course at www.coursecompass.com
2. Read the announcements.

3. Run through the Installation Wizard
4. Click on Do Homework and follow the directions.  You will do all of your homework online.  You will also take quizzes online.

5. Your exams will be taken with pencil and paper in person with a proctor.
Other Materials:  You will need a scientific calculator.  Your basic $15 - $20 scientific calculator will do.  Just make sure it has a “log” button.  If it has that button it will have everything else you need.  Some exams you will be able to use a calculator and some you will not.  On the exams in which a calculator is allowed the calculator can not be a graphing calculator.
Virtual Classroom:

The Virtual Classroom is a place we can meet to answer questions, review, or get extra help.  There is a white board in which we can both write and a chat area below the white board.  Here's how to get there.
 

Once you have logged into www.coursecompass.com click on COMMUNICATION on the left.
Then click on COLLABORATION.
Next click on JOIN to the right of Virtual Classroom.
 

A window should popup that contains the Virtual Classroom.  To write on the board click on the picture of the pen under tools, click once on the board and your cursor will turn to a plus sign.  Hold down your left mouse button and move the mouse to write your name.  Don't worry about how it looks...it takes practice.

 

If you are having trouble getting to the Virtual Classroom, make sure your popup blocker is disabled.  Also you may need to download the Java Plug-in.  There will be a link to this download on the page you will see after you click on Join.
Assignments:  

Homework will be posted online and needs to be completed by the due date.  Each day the assignments are late will result in a 10% penalty for that assignment.  Even if the homework is late, make sure you get it all done. It is very important that you take your time and do a good job on the assignments and that you are spending time on them just about everyday.  Each chapter’s homework is worth 20 points.  
Here are the steps for doing homework.  Understanding the homework is an important key to success in any math class.

1. Log onto your course at www.coursecompass.com
2. Read the announcements.

3. Click on Do Homework and follow the directions.  
The computer software grades your answers as right or wrong and it can be a bit finicky.   If you think your answer is correct, but the computer marked it wrong because of how the answer was entered, just let me know.
Quizzes:  

You will take your quizzes online and can use your book to help you out.  Your quizzes will give you an idea of what kinds of questions you will see on your tests.  The quizzes must be completed before the due date.  If the quiz is completed late, 5% will be deducted for each day late.  Each quiz is worth 25 points.  There will be four quizzes.

Exams:  
You will be given four exams.  Exam #1 will cover Chapters 1, Exam #2 will cover Chapters 2 and 3, Exam #3 will cover Chapters 4 and 5, and the Final Exam will cover Chapters 1 - 5.  Exams 1, 2, and 3 are worth 100 points.  The Final Exam is worth 200 points.

If you are on off-campus/DDP Student you will need to take your tests under the supervision of an approved proctor.  Go to http://distance.wsu.edu/resources/proctor.asp and arrange for an acceptable proctor.

If you are on-campus you can take your tests in the testing room in the MLA.  

Grading:

Your grade will be based on the following areas in the following percentages.

Homework = 100 pts

Quizzes = 100 pts

Tests = 300 pts

Final Exam = 200 pts

Total Possible = 700 pts

The course is graded on the standard grading scale. The break down is as follows: 

	A
	93%-100%

	A-
	90%-92%

	B+
	88%-89%

	B
	83%-87%

	B-
	80%-82%

	C+
	78%-79%

	C
	73%-77%

	C-
	70%-72%

	D+
	68%-69%

	D
	60%-67%

	F
	<59%


Having Success:
· Do math at least 5 days a week for at least an hour and half each session.

· Read the section and go through the practice problems before you start the homework.

· Have someone you can contact when you get stuck, a classmate, friend, or tutor.

· Ask questions and get answers within 24 hours of getting stuck.

· Stay positive!  You will get stuck, so expect it, be ready for it, and work through it!

· In addition to understanding how a problem is solved, work to understand why a problem is solving a certain way.

· Math is like learning a sport.  You have to do it to learn in.  Watching someone do math helps, but ultimately you will learn the most through practice, practice, practice.

